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Labor Day 
This holiday, which always is observed on the first Monday of September, has been a federal holiday since 

1894, but was observed in some places before that day as a result of a campaign by an early organization of 

workers called the Knights of Labor. Its purpose is to honor the nation's working people. In many cities the 

day is marked by parades of working people representing labor unions. 

Most Americans consider Labor Day the end of the summer, and the beaches and other popular resort areas 

are packed with people enjoying one last three-day weekend. For many students it marks the opening of the 

school year. 

Read more on Labor Day at: "The History of Labor Day". U.S. Department of Labor.  
 

Columbus Day 

This day commemorates Italian navigator Christopher Columbus' landing in the New World on October 12, 

1492. Most nations of the Americas observe this holiday on October 12, but in the United States, annual ob-

servance takes place on the second Monday in October. The major 

celebration of the day takes place in New York City, which holds a 

huge parade each year. 

The first Columbus Day celebration was held in 1792, when New 

York City celebrated the 300th anniversary of his landing in the 

New World. In 1892, President Benjamin Harrison called upon the 

people of the United States to celebrate Columbus Day on the 400th 

anniversary of the event. 

Read more on Columbus Days at: 

Today in History: October 89 — An article about Columbus Day at 

The Library of Congress: Today in History: October 89 

Christopher Columbus — An Italian-American perspective on Colum-

bus Day, from the OSIA 

 

The U.S. Embassy Information Resource Center 

Yerevan Times 
Marie L. Yovanovitch Confirmed by Senate as U.S. Ambassador To Armenia 

On August 1, 2008, Marie L. Yovanovitch was confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Am-

bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of Armenia. She is expected 

to arrive in Armenia in September. 

Prior to her appointment to Armenia, Ambassador Yovanovitch was Ambassador of the 

United States of America to the Kyrgyz Republic from 2005 to 2008. 

Ambassador Yovanovitch is a career member of the U.S. diplomatic service, with the personal rank of minister-

counselor. Prior to serving in the Kyrgyz Republic, she was the Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary of State for 

Political Affairs from August 2004 to May 2005. From August 2001 to June 2004, she was the Deputy Chief of 

Mission of the U.S. Embassy Kyiv, Ukraine. From May 1998 to May 2000, she served as the Deputy Director of 

the Office of Russian Affairs. Her previous overseas assignments include Ottawa, Moscow, London, and Moga-

dishu. Ambassador Yovanovitch joined the Foreign Service in 1986. 

Ambassador Yovanovitch is a graduate of Princeton University where she earned a BA in History and Russian 

Studies (1980). She has studied at the Pushkin Institute (1980) and received an MS from the National War College 

(2001). 

Published in 1840s. Christopher Columbus kneeling in 

front of Queen Isabella I. 

http://www.dol.gov/opa/aboutdol/laborday.htm
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/oct12.html
http://www.osia.org/public/culture/columbus.asp
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Do you know? 
 

To whom does the North Pole belong? 
At the moment it doesn't belong to anyone. It is in international waters. How-

ever, under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982), countries can 

lay claim to parts of the seabed if they can prove that the part they want is an 

extension of their own country's continental shelf. To do this, enormous 

amounts of information need to be collected, collated and submitted to the 

relevant authority for assessment. So far, Russia, Canada, Norway, America 

and Denmark have begun carrying out research projects in an effort to estab-

lish grounds for staking a claim. 
 

Day and Night 
There are 24 hours in a day. The day is divided into "day (time)" and "night 

(-time)". Daytime is from sunrise (this varies, but we can say approximately 

6am) to sunset (we can say approximately 6pm). Night-time is from sunset to 

sunrise. 

Every day starts precisely at midnight. AM (Ante-Meridiem = before noon) 

starts just after midnight. PM (Post-Meridiem=after noon) starts just after 

midday. This means that 12am and 12pm have no meaning... 

FREE ONLINE RESOURCES FOR YOU 
 

ONLINE BOOKS PAGE: 

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/lists.html 

The Online Books Page is a searchable and browseable collection of over 25,000 English language works in 

various formats that are all free for personal, noncommercial use. One can search by Author and Title. 

UNIVERSAL DIGITAL LIBRARY: 

 http://www.ulib.org/ 

"The Universal Digital Library, a book-scanning project backed by several major libraries across the globe, has completed the 

digitization of 1.5 million books and has made them free and publicly available. The online library offers full text downloads of 

works that are in the public domain, or for which the copyright holder has been given permission to make available. Having the 

backing of prominent institutions such as the Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Alexandria, Egypt, however, the collection goes far 

beyond the widely available classics. 

GOOGLE BOOK SEARCH TIPS: 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/mdp/GoogleBooks.pdf 

New guide available: Google Book Search Tips. Google Book Search will help you find books digitized in the Michigan Dig-

itization Project (MBooks) and Google's partnerships with other libraries around the world. Our new guide provides tips for 

searching Google Book Search, including how to download full-text books, how to locate a physical copy of books that are 

only available in snippet view, and how to identify what volume and issue of a journal when it is unclear in your search re-

sults." 

A Student who studies his Lesson by Greuze, 
1755.  Jean-Baptiste Greuze (1725-1805) was 

a French painter. He studied art in Lyon and 

in Paris, where he became a leading genre 
painter.  

QUALITY INTERNET SITES YOU SHOULD KNOW  

GOOGLE UNCLE SAM www.google.com/ig/usgov  Especially useful to locate texts of US Laws 

and Legislation. Also see USA GOV: www.usa.gov This site limits to .gov and .mil sites for au-

thoritative information on the U.S. 

Latest U.S. Government Reports and CRS Reports: http://fpc.state.gov 

and then go to the REPORTS column on left hand side. CRS provides research oriented reports on 

a variety of topics as professionally researched by librarians and other experts! 

For Information on  Foreign Governments and International Organizations, see the University of 

Michigan’s Library Information Center and Documents Center: www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs 

For full text articles in all fields from referred journals, http://www.openjgate.org/ 

Four new search engines: www.ipl.org and www.lii.org (Librarians Index to the Internet) and INFOMINE (http://

infomine.ucr.edu) and Virtual Library: www.vlib.org 

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/lists.html
http://www.ulib.org/
http://www.lib.umich.edu/mdp/GoogleBooks.pdf
http://www.google.com/ig/usgov
http://www.usa.gov
http://fpc.state.gov
http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs
http://www.openjgate.org/
http://www.ipl.org
http://www.lii.org
http://infomine.ucr.edu
http://infomine.ucr.edu
http://www.vlib.org
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American Corners Armenia 
Third Annual and Photography Workshops 

At the end of July 2008, the American Embassy in Yerevan 

initiated the Third Annual Workshop of American Corners in 

Armenia. American Corner coordinators from four American 

Corners, assistant librarians, and host library directors partici-

pated in the workshop. 

This year, PAS prepared an extended training package for AC 

coordinators. Before the Annual Workshop, Brigitte Pressler, 

Program Manager from Vienna, taught a three-day photogra-

phy workshop for AC coordinators and PAS staff. During the 

workshop, participants learned how to use a digital camera, 

how to take excellent pictures and how to upload pictures onto 

the web.  A very interesting portion of the training focused on 

how to draw story board and to convey a message. 

Following the photogra-

phy workshop, from July 24–25, the Third Annual Workshop of American 

Corners in Armenia took place at the Tsakhkadzor Writers Resort House.  

Tom Mittnacht, PAO Yerevan and Bill Middleton, IRO (Vienna) opened the 

workshop. On the opening day, the American Corner coordinators of Yere-

van, Gyumri, Vanadzor and Kapan presented annual reports about their ac-

tivities with PowerPoint presentations. IRC Director Nerses Hayrapetyan 

delivered a presentation entitled "Improving Your Presentation Skills: Intro-

ducing Speakers at Corner Programs.‖ Workshop participants learned how 

to introduce speakers to their audiences and how to give a presentation.  

Workshop participants very much valued "Creating and managing AC mail-

ing lists on Mailman -- free software for managing mail lists," a presentation 

given by American Corner Yerevan and Gyumri coordinators. 

Two presentations were delivered by Information Resource Officer Bill Middleton who spoke about IIP web chats 

and the 2008 U.S. Presidential Elections.   He also demonstrated how to create wish lists on amazon.com. 

A special guest, Keti Asatashvili, an Information Resource Specialist from the U.S. Embassy in Tbilisi, Georgia 

participated in the workshop. Her ―American Corners in Georgia‖ presentation was a good addition to the work-

shop agenda. 

Satenik Avagyan, Director of the American University of Armenia Main Library guided a talk about ―Resource 

sharing between American University of Armenia and 

American Corners of Armenia.‖  Within the coming year 

the university library will serve the corners by providing 

access to the university e-book databases. 

According to their evaluation forms, participants found 

the presentations very useful.  In addition to the topics 

described above, participants also found very useful: 

―How to access your monthly webpage statistics‖ by 

Avetik Petrosyan and ―How to conduct a reference inter-

view‖ by IRC assistant Anna Mkrtchyan. 

Eighteen people actively participated in the workshop. 

American Corner coordinators and all other participants 

took away many new ideas for activities. 

Trainers from Vienna: Brigitte Pressler and Bill Middleton 

After workshop group picture with AC coordinators and host 

library directors. 

Opening day of the 3rd Annual Work-

shop of American Corners in Armenia. 

To learn about upcoming public lectures at the American 

Corners in Armenia please visit: 

www.americancorners.am 
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New Books and Videos at the Information Resource Center 

NON-FICTION AND REFERENCE BOOKS 

The Post-Soviet Wars: Rebellion, Ethnic Conflict, and Nationhood in the Caucasus / Christoph Zurcher. - New 

York : New York University Press, c2007. -xii, 289 p. 

How to Form a Nonprofit Corporation / by Anthony Mancuso, 7th ed. - Berkeley, CA : Nolo, 2005. - v. : ill., 

forms ; 28 cm. + 1 CD-ROM (4 3/4 in.) 

Unsilencing the Past : track two diplomacy and Turkish-Armenian reconciliation / David L. Phillips. -New York : 

Berghahn Books, 2004. 

National Security for a New Era: Globalization and Geopolitics After Iraq / Donald M. Snow, 3rd ed. -New 

York : Pearson Longman, c2008. -xii, 420 p. : map. 

Force and Statecraft: Diplomatic Challenges of Our Time / Paul Gordon Lauren, Gordon A. Craig, Alexander L. 

George, 4th ed.. - New York : Oxford University Press, 2007. -xvi, 298 p. : ill., maps 

United States Policy Toward the Armenian Question / Simon Payaslian. -New York : Palgrave Macmillan, 

2005. -xii, 268 p. 

The Extreme Searcher’s Internet Handbook: a Guide for the Serious Searcher / Randolph Hock ; foreword by 

Greg R. Notess, 2nd ed. -Medford, N.J. : CyberAge Books, c2007. -xxvii, 326 p. : ill. 

Webster’s New World Letter Writing Handbook /Robert W. Bly.—Wiley Publishing, Inc., c.2004. –xvi, 584 p. 

 

NEW ARRIVALS: BEYOND BELIEF, A FILM BY BETH MURPHY 

On September 11, 2001 two Boston area housewives Susan Retik and Patti Quig-

ley were both pregnant when their husbands died on hijacked flights that day. 

Months after the attacks, the two meet and decide to channel their anguish into 

raising funds for Afghanistan's hundreds of thousands of poor widows. They be-

lieve that if they could help Afghan families raise their standard of living, this may 

lessen Taliban and Al Qaeda influence in Afghanistan, and curtail further vio-

lence. They founded "Beyond the 11th," an organization that raises awareness 

about - and money for  - these innocent victims.  They embarked on a fund-raising 

bike ride from Ground Zero in New York to Boston just before the third anniver-

sary of 9/11. 

Over the course of two years, as they cope with loss and struggle to raise their 

families as single mothers, these extraordinary women dedicate themselves to em-

powering Afghan widows whose lives have been ravaged by decades of war, pov-

erty and oppression - factors they consider to be the root causes of terrorism. 

IRC has public performance and educational rights for this video. Patrons inter-

ested in watching this video please apply either to IRC or to the nearest American Corner. The video is available at 

all American Corners in Armenia. 

2008 ELECTIONS AND SPORTS VIDEO DVD 

This DVD contains 14 videos which are short, fast moving and highly visual and intended for 

play in American Corners, Videos Libraries and Special Events.  Because we have worldwide 

broadcast and satellite rights, these videos can also be used to reach larger audiences via satel-

lite, broadcast, cable and internet systems. 
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE IN 

THE UNITED STATES? 

Each federal elected office has different requirements, which are laid out in Articles I and II of 

the U.S. Constitution. 

A candidate for president of the 

United States must be a natural-born 

citizen of the United States, be at least 

35 years old, and have been a resident of the United States 

for at least 14 years. A vice president must meet the same 

qualifications. Under the 12th Amendment to the Constitu-

tion, the vice president cannot be from the same state as 

the president. 

U.S. House of Representatives candidates must be at least 

25 years old, have been U.S. citizens for seven years and 

be legal residents of the state in which they seek election. 

English Learners Corner 
Punctuation with Quotation Marks 
Quotation marks enclose a direct quotation, that is, repetition of someone’s exact words. Commas and periods are 

always placed inside the quotation marks even if the quoted material is contained within the sentence. Semicolons 

and colons are always placed outside the quotation marks. Question marks and exclamation points are placed in-

side the quotation marks if they are part of the quoted material. Otherwise they are placed outside the quotation 

marks. Only one end mark is used at the end of a sentence containing quoted material. Single quotation marks are 

used to set off a quote within a quote. 

 

Frequently Confused Words 
The meaning and spelling of the following words are commonly confused. Practice using them until the correct 

usage is familiar to you. 

 

consul, council, counsel 

consul – foreign embassy official 

The Swedish consul threw a party for the President. 

council – official body 

The city council passed the ordinance by a three-to-one margin. 

counsel – (v.) to advise; (n.) legal advisor 

Find someone to counsel you about your accident. In fact, you should 

hire the company lawyer to act as counsel in this matter. 

THE SECRET SYMBOLS OF THE DOLLAR BILL 

In 1935, Franklin D. Roosevelt ordered that a new dollar bill should be designed. He re-

quested that this design should be based on the symbolism of the Great Seal of America. 

 This design was executed by Edward M. Weeks, of the Bureau of Engravings and 

Printing. 

 The obverse of this was the famous American eagle, with the shield at its breast. 

The reverse was the equally famous pyramid design. Both of these designs contained magi-

cal and Masonic symbols, and Roosevelt was aware of this. 

 As we have seen, the dollar bill itself informs us that the pyramid and eagle roun-

dels are derived from the Great Seal of America. (The Secret Symbols of the Dollar Bill by 

David Ovason, 1st ed., New York: HarperCollins Publishers, c2004, p.13). 

The book is available at the U.S. Embassy’s Information Resource Center. You can order the book 

applying to the closest to you American Corner in Yerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor and Kapan. 

WHO WAS THE FIRST PRESIDENT’S WIFE TO BE 

CALLED “FIRST LADY”? 

President Ulysses S. Grant’s wife, Julia, was the first 

to be called ―first lady.‖ Various earlier attempts at 

titles for the president’s wife, such as ―Mrs. Presi-

dent,‖ ―presidentress,‖ and ―Lady Washington‖ all 

had failed to catch on. But Julia Grant and her highly 

visible successor, Lucy Hayes, helped firmly establish 

the now traditional title of first lady.  

(Wetterau Bruce, Desk Reference on American Government, 2nd 
ed., c2000, p. 82.) 
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ELECTRONIC JOURNALS 
Of the U.S. Department of State 

 

NATIONAL PARKS, NATIONAL LEGACY 
An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State, July, 2008 

 
The people of the United States own and protect a sprawling system of national parks,  

including seashores, trails, monuments, and battlefields. All American citizens are, in a 

sense, stewards of sites where history unfolded, where mountains soar, and where rivers 

run. They keep these parks for the future, and they treasure them today. As former 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, ―There is nothing so American as our na-

tional parks. The scenery and wildlife are native. The fundamental idea behind the 

parks is native. It is, in brief, that the country belongs to the people.‖ This edition of 

eJournalUSA presents glorious views of the national parks, the history of this vast sys-

tem, and its mission of conservation and public access. 

This e-journal is available at the following web address: 
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0708.html 

 

UPCOMING eJOURNALS 
The Electoral College - September 

U.S. Elections: The Candidates - October 

 

Visit the America.gov eJournal USA archives, with more than 10 years of issues available for download. 

http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/journala.htm 

 

 

The U.S. Embassy Information Resource Center is open to the public Monday through Friday from 13:00 to 18:00. 

1, American Ave., Yerevan 0082, Republic of Armenia 

Tel: (374-10) 49-44-11, 49-42-65 

          E-Mail: ircyerevan@usa.am       http://www.usa.am/irc3.html 

 

NEW eJOURNALS 

FREEDOM OF FAITH 

An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State, August, 2008 

The principle of religious freedom is a cherished right in the United States, one that has 

historical roots older than the formation of the nation itself. In the 21st century, the 

United States pulses with a unique cultural chemistry brought on by a wave of immigra-

tion which has brought followers of more diverse faiths to many communities.  This 

edition of eJournal USA examines how the nation adjusts to these demographic changes 

to remain true to the principles of freedom of faith. 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the 

free exercise thereof.” 

The First American Congress added the First Amendment to the United States Constitu-

tion as part of the Bill of Rights in 1791, when the memory of the War for Independence 

was still fresh. But the concept of religious freedom is even older than the nation itself. 

 Members of churches, temples, synagogues, mosques, and thousands of other places of 

prayer across the country, no matter how small, worship with the knowledge that the 

right to practice a religion of one’s choosing is protected by the First Amendment, and 

woven into the fabric of American society. And those members of society who choose 

not to practice a religion at all are equally protected.  

This e-journal is available at the following web address: http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0808.html 

Monday Movies at the Information Resource Center  

As part of its movie series, an English-language movie is shown at the U.S. Embassy Infor-

mation Resource Center every third Monday of the month. A 30 minute English-language 

discussion follows each movie. Upcoming movies will be shown on September 15 and Oc-

tober 20 at 15:00pm.  

Please contact to ircyerevan@usa.am if you plan to attend the movie series. 

http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0308.html
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/journala.htm
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0608.html
mailto:ircyerevan@usa.am

